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Dear Readers,

| would like to take this
opportunity to wish you all
a Merry Christmas and a
healthy, hopeful new year.

www.thelindenfund.com

| also would like to share
some rather exciting news
from my own little family.
On January 28", 2007, we
celebrated our son’s first
birthday. I still can’t
believe that it has been
one year since my son
Andrius came into the
world at only 26 weeks
gestation. Born 1247 kg,

The Linden Fund's 2™
annual fund raising gala,
‘A Night to Hope: Promise
for Preemies’, held on
Friday, November 24" at
The Royalton Banquet
Hall in Woodbridge was
an enormous success!
With over 300 guests
were in attendance, ‘A
Night to Hope' raised in
excess of $70,000. These
funds will be used to
purchase  much-needed
developmental care items
for premature babies
staying in Neonatal

Intensive Care Units in

he was considered big for
his age, although he
certainly didn’t look big
laying in his isolette. The
following months after his
birth were a tumultuous
experience; however his
arrival home was one of
the most joyous days of
my life.

It has been an eventful
year filled with marvelous
milestones such as rolling
over, crawling, first words
and hopefully soon first
steps!

Ontario hospitals.

The Linden Fund wishes to
express their gratitude to their

sponsors:

Collisions Solutions Network

Enterprise Rent-a-Car
Foundation,

Mitchell International,
Putting for Preemies,

TD Canada Trust,
Assured Automotive,
Carcones Auto Recycling,

Discount Car & Truck Rentals

Akzo Nobel, Carstar,
Fix Auto,

Fineline Auto Collision and

Prochilo Brothers.

Sponsored by The Linden Fund www.thelindenfund.com 647.225.8550

Lately | have been busy
assembling a montage of
photos to donate to the
Level 3 Nursery in Mount
Sinai Hospital.

Special thanks to the
hospital staff for giving my
miracle baby, and so
many others, the gift of
life.

Your generosity is much
appreciated and has
helped make a big
difference in tiny lives.



Families and staff at Women's College
Christmas dinner.

Nancy Crawley with baby Emma

‘Some of these
parents haven’t
had a hot meal
since their baby
has been admitted
to the NICU’

On December 18",
volunteers for The Linden
Fund gathered at Mount
Sinai and Women'’s College
Hospital Neonatal Intensive
Care Units to host a holiday
dinner party for parents with
babies in these units.
Although the holiday season
is here, it is easy for parents
to forget that Christmas is
around the corner when
their new born baby is
fighting for their life.
‘Some of these parents
haven't had a hot meal
since their baby has been
admitted to the NICU’, said
Lauren Pezzullo, Charity
Director of The Linden Fund
and mother of Linden born
at 27 weeks gestation in
July 2003. ‘It is important to
take care of these parents,
especially during this time of
year. Coping with a
premature baby is always
difficult, but it seems twice
as hard around the
holidays.’

Parents were given a
traditional turkey dinner with
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Since everyone present at
the Night to Hope Gala Ball
was there to make a
difference, we presented a
challenge to each table that
night. In the middle of every
table was an envelope titled
“5 Minutes to Make a
Difference”. Each table was
challenged to collect as
many $10 bills as possible,
place them in the envelope
an have a designated
spokesperson place them in
the incubator on display in
the front of the room.
Guests were also welcome
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all the trimmings; stuffing,
mashed potatoes,
vegetables, cranberry
sauce and pumpkin pie. ‘I
can't remember the last
time | ate this well’, said
Nancy Crawley, Toronto
resident and mother of
twin girls Emma and
Madeline, born at 28
weeks gestation. Emma
was born at 2 Ibs 1 oz
and Madeline at 1 Ib 5 oz
who was still in the NICU.

The Linden Fund
volunteers circulated
amongst the parents

giving them baby blankets
and stuffed toys for their
new arrivals. Many
volunteers also brought
their premature babies
who were hospitalized in
the NICU as a source of

inspiration to these
distressed parents.

Throughout the night
Lauren and Sam

Pezzullo, along with their
nine year old son, Taylor,
raced back and forth
between the two
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to make a $20 contribution
if they didn’t have any $10
bills.

The funds raised from this
inspiring 5 minutes in time
to help a premature baby
in need were used to
purchase positioning aids
desperately needed by
Ontario NICU's. These
aids (Frederick T. Frog ™)
are used to hold the
premature  babies in
specific positions, which
are proven as positive
developmental aids and
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hospitals, making sure
everything was running
smoothly at each dinner.
Although  hosting  two
Christmas Dinners in one
night was quite hectic, the
philanthropic Charity
Director was thrilled to
provide such as service
for these parents. ‘This is
an example of how our
charity provides emotional
assistance to the families
who have babies in the
NICU. Although our main
objective is to raise funds
to purchase specialized
medical equipment for
Neonatal Intensive Care
Units in Ontario hospitals,
we also supply items of
comfort and security to
assist in the mental,
physical and emoational
development of both the
infants and their families’.

assist in there physical
progress. Thank you to all
the participants for giving
our preemies a
comfortable start in life.



The Linden Fund has
made significant progress
towards raising money to
buy positioning aids that
help support the growth
and development of pre-
term infants. Positioning
aids provide boundaries to
help replicate the
intrauterine environment
of the womb, promote
physiologic stability, and
reduce stress to the baby.

In 2006 The Linden Fund
has been able to donate
50 positioning aids per
hospital across Ontario. A
large portion of this money
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The Linden Fund is always
looking to expand our
volunteer database so we
can continue assisting
NICU’s in Ontario
hospitals. In search of new
volunteers, The Linden
Fund has been
approaching various
organizations throughout
Ontario.

Recently we contacted the
African-Caribbean
Association (Markham
Chapter) as well as the
Canadian Federation of
University Women.

We also have contacted a
Native Elder who is willing
to sit with and provide

*$

was raised at our Night to
Hope gala during the 5
Minutes to Make a Big
Difference in Tiny Lives.

Frederick T. Frog
Frederick T. Frog ™ is a
versatile frog-shaped,
beanbag positioning aid
designed to help achieve
goals for developmentally
supportive positioning.

Freddy may be placed
around the head, neck or
hips, or used to position an
extremity. Portions of
Freddy can be adjusted
separately for special

positioning needs.
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spiritual healing to Native
Canadian women/couples
who have a baby in the
NICU.

If you belong to or know of
any organization that may
be willing to become
involved with The Linden
Fund, please contact us.

The demand for our
support is high, so the
more people we have the
more we will be able to
accomplish in making a
big difference in tiny lives.

Keep a watch on our
website for our upcoming
online shop to purchase
unigue items for that very
special preemie in your
life.
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Frederick T. Frog™



The Linden Fund is in the
process of designing a
bereavement room for
Women'’s College
Hospital. This room will
provide a private space
where parents can spend
time alone with their
premature child during
their final precious
moments together.
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The room at Woman'’s
College Hospital is
dedicated to all the babies
that have been through
their unit. We will
especially honour the life
of Francesco Pezzulli,
who was born to a
member of our team.

We recently received
approval to move ahead

Please feel free to write to us and tell us your story.

with the development and
design of the
bereavement room and
are currently looking for
volunteers to help paint
and decorate the room.

Stay posted for dates of
the bereavement rooms
grand opening.
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If we use your story, you will be elegible to win a prize.
Let us know how THE LINDEN FUND has touched your life.

Thank you to our sponsor for this edition of Toda y's Preemie:

Visit them online at www.babymagoo.com for beautiful and unique baby items
from custom blankets to pillows, thows and scarfs.



